
Pensions for veterans  

When did you serve in the Armed Forces?

Did you complete 16 years from age 
21 (officers) or 22 years from age 18 

(other ranks)?

A pension is paid on 
leaving the armed forces.

Unfortunately 
individuals who left the 
armed forces prior to 
6 April 1975 without 
meeting the above 

criteria, have no pension 
entitlement.

You may qualify for the 
AFPS 05 pension. Benefits 

are based on length of 
service and final salary.

Unfortunately 
individuals needed to 

have completed two years 
or more to qualify for an 
Armed Forces Preserved 

Pension.

You may qualify 
for the AFPS 75 Armed 

Forces Preserved Pension. 
AFPS 75 pension benefits 

are based on rank and 
length of service.

Unfortunately 
individuals needed to 

have completed two years 
or more to qualify for an 
Armed Forces Preserved 

Pension.

Did you serve for two years or more?
(Note: in 1988, the qualifying period was 

reduced from five to two years and the age 
criterion of 26 was dropped)

Did you serve for two years or more?

After 6 April 1975  
as a member of the Armed Forces 

Pension Scheme 1975

After 6 April 2005  
as a member of the Armed Forces 

Pension Scheme 2005
Prior to 6 April 1975  

Yes Yes

Yes

No No

No

Preserved pensions have to be claimed at age 60 or at age 65 if your service began after 5 April 2006.

This flowchart isn’t intended to give definitive answers but can be used as a guide. For help and information on your armed forces pension please ring  
Veterans UK on 0800 085 3600 or visit the website: www.gov.uk/pensions-and-compensation-for-veterans#pensions
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