
Is the building wholly purpose-built or converted self-contained flats which 
meets the requirements of the 1991 Building Regulations 

Is the building exempt? (Managed by Local Authority or Housing Association, University 
or college, religious community or registered under legislation eg care homes?  

Are there 3 or more occupiers? 

Is the building wholly owner occupied? 

Do Following apply: 
1. Sole use residential
2. Rent/consideration paid by at least one person
3. Only or main residence/ term time residence/ a refuge

NO

NO

YES

NO

Is the building occupied by a single household, ie by a family, single person, 
couples including same sex couples?  

YES

Are any of the basic amenities (WC, washing facilities, bath/ shower and kitchen 
facilities) in the building shared or absent?  

NO

Building not an HMO 
No Licence needed 

Yes

NO – i.e. two or 
less occupiers 
of two or less 
households 

YES 

NO 

YES 

NO 

If the building is any of these types: 
Shared house – Lodgings – Bedsits -Hostel
Asylum seeker accommodation
Self contain flats in a mixed building (buildings where there are both
self contained units/flats as well as other residential accommodation
with shared amenities, e.g. bedsits or a shared house.
Employer related accommodation
Hall of residence (non self contain units and private rented)

(The above list is not exhaustive) 

YES 

YES 

Does Your Building Need a Mandatory House in Multiple 
Occupation (HMO) Licence? 

YESNO

Are there three or more storeys (includes useable attics & basements and commercial storeys).

Are there 3 or more occupiers of 
2 or more unrelated households?

YES HMO LICENCE 
REQUIRED 

Are there five or more 
occupiers of two or more 
unrelated households? 

 

This flow chart has been produced as a simple guide to Mandatory HMO licensing 
For further advice please contact the Private Sector Housing Unit 

 
Building is an HMO but does not 

require a Mandatory Licence 
Yes


