
Note for the Local Plan Inspector on preparation of the Kirklees Economic Strategy 

1.0 Background 
1.1 The Kirklees Economic Strategy (KES) was prepared in early 2014 to cover the years 2014-

2020. 
 

1.2 The KES was developed with wide ranging input from within the Council and key external 
partners.  
 

1.3 Cabinet on June 17th agreed to endorse the draft KES and agreed to a six week period of 
consultation on the draft. Policy Committee on 25 June debated the key points of the draft 
KES. 
 

1.4  It was proposed that response to the consultation and a proposed Implementation Plan 
would be submitted to Cabinet for consideration in the autumn. 
 

1.5 The KES was endorsed at Council on 16/7/2014 along with the Councils Joint Health and 
Wellbeing Strategy.  The decision was as follows: 
 

“That the Joint Health and Wellbeing Strategy, and the Kirklees Economic 
Strategy be endorsed and that the co-ordinated approach of 'Your Health, 
Your Economy' be approved.” 

 
1.6 The decision can be found here: 

https://democracy.kirklees.gov.uk/Data/Council/201407161800/Agenda/Council20140716D
ecisionSummary.pdf 
 

1.7 This demonstrates that the KES was endorsed and approved as a joint strategic document in 
tandem with the JHWS at the Council meeting on 16/7/14. 
 
 

2.0 Economic Resilience and Local Plan 
2.1 Whilst the consultation period was open very few comments were received on the KES.  

Comments were invited by email.  
 

2.2 As a consequence it was considered that no changes to the document should be made and 
the focus should be on the implementation of the KES. 
 

2.3 Implementation of the KES was subsumed within the Council’s approach to Economic 
Resilience and establishing greater certainty over what the Council would be able to 
resource in the light of reductions in overall budgets. 
 

2.4 The focus has therefore been on making progress to deliver the KES and it is a clear 
underpinning principle of both ER and the Local Plan process. 
 

2.5 The approach to Economic Resilience has been reported to Council including: 

 A report to Cabinet in June 2015 to establish the Kirklees Economy and Skills Board 
https://democracy.kirklees.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=139&MId=208&Ver=4 

 A report to Cabinet on 17th November 2015 on the North Kirklees Growth Zone and 
how it could be used to implement  the Kirklees Economic, and the Health and 
Wellbeing Strategies  
https://democracy.kirklees.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=139&MId=218&Ver=4 

https://democracy.kirklees.gov.uk/Data/Council/201407161800/Agenda/Council20140716DecisionSummary.pdf
https://democracy.kirklees.gov.uk/Data/Council/201407161800/Agenda/Council20140716DecisionSummary.pdf
https://democracy.kirklees.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=139&MId=208&Ver=4
https://democracy.kirklees.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=139&MId=218&Ver=4


 A report to Cabinet on 3 October 2016 setting out the priorities for the allocation of 
resources to enable the delivery of the Economic Strategy through the Economic 
Resilience budget alongside the savings agreed in the Medium Term Financial Plan 
https://democracy.kirklees.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=139&MId=5189&Ver=4 

 A report to Cabinet 18 October 2016 on the next steps for the North Kirklees Growth 
Zone 
https://democracy.kirklees.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=139&MId=4979&Ver=4 

 
2.6 Since Cabinet endorsed the KES work has also progressed on the Local Plan and consultation 

on the Local Plan has continued over the period since July 2014. 
 

2.7 The Local Plan has embedded economic assumptions from the KES and these have been 
subjected to the local plan consultation process and the KES has been commented on 
through the Local Plan process.   
 

2.8 Furthermore, the Leeds City Region (LCR) Strategic Economic Plan (SEP) (CR9) provides the 
overarching economic objectives for the city region, of which Kirklees is a part. The First LCR 
SEP was completed in March 2014 with agreement reached by the LEP Board in July 2015 to 
undertake a light touch refresh.  This involved an extensive programme of consultation and 
engagement which fed into the final document produced in May 2016.  The identified 
priorities within the LCR SEP for Kirklees include regenerating Huddersfield and North 
Kirklees and providing space for businesses to grow which places an emphasis on 
engineering and manufacturing (CR9, page 32).  The council’s KES which was consulted on 
between 1st July 2014 and 12 August 2014 was used to inform this document.   

https://democracy.kirklees.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=139&MId=5189&Ver=4
https://democracy.kirklees.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=139&MId=4979&Ver=4
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Kirklees: Unemployment Rate 

From a highpoint of over 8% in 2010–2013, Kirklees has experienced a decline in its 

unemployment rate, at an average of approximately -0.3 percentage points per year since 2010. 

If this trend were to continue to 2020, the unemployment rate would return to a similar level to 

that experienced in 2004 and 2005. 

Figure 1 and Table 1 below present the unemployment rate for Kirklees from the historical ONS 

modelled data (2004–2016), a continued trend of recent years to 2020, and the unemployment 

rate assumptions applied under the Jobs-led SENS1 scenario which underpins Kirklees’ OAN. 

 
Figure 1: Kirklees unemployment rate 2004–2020 

Table 1: Kirklees unemployment rate 
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